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Developing, planning and 
communicating ideas 

Children can talk about their ideas, what they are making and which materials they are going to use. 
Name and choose the tools they are going to use. 
Talk about what they have made so far and discuss their next steps. 

Working with tools, equipment, 
materials and components to 
make quality products 

Make their design, joining materials together. 
Use appropriate vocabulary. 
Use tools safely and with increasing accuracy. 
 

Evaluating processes and 
products 

Talk about what they have made including details of how the project evolved as it was made. 
Discuss whether it works as it was designed to? 
Discuss which parts were difficult to complete, what would you change about the item? 

Food and nutrition 

Discuss familiar foods. 
Begin to develop a food vocabulary including taste, smell and texture. 
Think about healthy foods and the need for variety. 
Discuss and work hygienically and safely. 

 

Foundation Design and Technology Progression 

3 to 4 Years 
(taken from Development 
Matters July 2021) 

Explore how things work (UW) - provide mechanical equipment for children to play with and investigate. 
Talk about the differences between materials and the changes they notice (UW) - activities to include, cooking, melting, floating and 
sinking, use new vocabulary and encourage the children to use it. 
Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make. Join different materials and 
explore different textures (EAD)  Offer opportunities to explore scale. Suggestions: - long strips of wallpaper - child size boxes - 
different surfaces to work on e.g. paving, floor, tabletop or easel Listen and understand what children want to create before offering 
suggestions. Invite artists, musicians and craftspeople into the setting, to widen the range of ideas which children can draw on. 
Suggestions: glue and masking tape for sticking pieces of scrap materials onto old cardboard boxes, hammers and nails, glue guns, 
paper clips and fasteners.. 

Children in Foundation Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. Return to and build on their previous learning, 
refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them. Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills.(EAD)Provide 
opportunities to work together and realise creative ideas. Provide children with a  range of materials to construct with. Encourage them 
to think about and discuss what they want to make. Discuss problems and how they might be solved as they arise. Reflect with the 
children on how they have achieved their aims. Teach children different techniques for joining materials, such as how to use adhesive 
tape and different sorts of glue. 

Early Learning Goals Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function 
(CWM) 
 
Share their creations, explaining the process they have used (CWM) 


