Deor Parents,

Hello and welcome back to an incredibly warm start to the academic year- | do hope
that the extended break over the swmmer ganve everyone the opportunity to relax with
jwmd/g and close [riends. Asa newmember of staff, | [eel Wredibbg eriLeged to be
joining youwr school communiiy which already [eels more like a family. My job is to
pv*ovi,dz Yowr children with a. contiuation of the qu,a)/ijﬁj of education, J'wm/d/g
atrmosphere and positive memories that they have gathered with them on their
jowrney to Year 6. We hane a great team.: Ms Lucas continuwes her hard work in the
Upper- Juniors this year- and will be working closely with. Year ©to offer Jocused small
group work. Joining muyself forher [urst year at St. Andrew's is Mrs Cook, who will be
the class tea,c)rm'/ng assistant, provi,dxi/n,g |:land focused growp work . She comes with
extensive experience of working with children who hanve Special Educational Needs,
and we wish her all the best in her new role. Mrs King, back [rom maternity, will be
covering my PPA every other Th/w*sd,a/lj, begi/n/n/i/n,g IL-th Se/pte/m)oer and. are excited to
hane herback in class!

The team are extremely excited. to deliver a very thought provoking curriculum this
term, titled: Shh... Walls Have Ears. The big question to be answered throughout the
unit is: Are A People Treated Fairly? The History centric topic will explore the origins
and key events of World War Two; exploring the cowniries mvolved, their leaders
and how civilians were i/m/pa,ci,ed n different WS within, and across different
condinents. Atrip to the Box musewm will help enhance their understanding of the
off2ct that the Blitz had on Plymouth and we have a range of quality text s and.
artwork to explore to denvelop a balanced understanding of the era.

Other trips a//m/n,ged include a water-based experience at Mowntbatten Centre on the
|5th Se/p‘tzm)oer and a residentiol to Skern Lod,ge towards the end of the school Yeaur
(more details to joUmN) .

Children should come to school in Jull uniform (including black Leather/Leather
eff2ct shoes) every dany and bring their PE kit to be Left at school each week where they
can get changed when they have a PE Lesson/sporting chub PEKit consists of navy
blue shoorts, white t-shirt & black leron/s or trainers. Tracksuit bottoms and
sweatshirts may be worn outside when the weather is cold but muwst bein St Andrem's
colowrs. Pleasse ensure that all of Your child’s be,l,on,gmgs (PE kit, coat, uniform,
bookbag, water botile etc) hanve clear nasme Labels — this makes it much easier to get
them back to you Uf they are misplaced.



Routines:

« Homemv-ork will be given on a. Friday with the expectation that it is completed by the
Jolhowing Wednesdary. Homemork books will contain guwed-in instructions
detailing the work required, consisting of daily rea,d/m.g Jor pleasire, spellling,
maths , and a writing or reading comprehension task; Science homemw-ork will also be
incluwded [rom time to time. Should your child need hzi/p, lwild run a homemrork club
every Monday lunchtime. There will not be the time to complete all the homew-ork,
but an opportunity to ask questions and seek [urther guidance. Maths and English
homem-ork will be linked to preaious Learning so there will be nothing that the
children are not famidiar with. Please do assist yowr children where possible but | do
not want you to batile with them overit. My expectation is that they take
responsibility [or organising themselves and attempt the work to the best of their
abulities; |'d expect at least 30 minutes to be dedicated to each task alongside 20
minutes reading per day which | beliese is achienvable. If homework is not completed
ot there is not sufficient evidence of an attempt, | will be asking the children to stayin
Jor one lunch break to work on it. This is all part of may role in getting the children
secondanry readuy and |'d like to thank you in adrvance Jor yousr support .

« PE will take plau, every Mon,d,ag and. Fﬁdag.ajtemon.

« Please make swre that Yowr child has a water bottle in school — the classrooms get
veryworm both in the sunmmer and winter and active brairs need pLe/nJ'g of
h,gd/muonl

« As stated above, your children should read every evening for atleast 20 minutes.
Children who reqularly read at home generally make excellent progress in school. We
will hear children read during guided reading each week or-on a |-l basis with a
teacher, TA or volunteer:

lhane already heard each child read and they harve chosen a suitable school book to
read. The book will be sent home each dawy Jor their 20 minutes of reading and must
be boughtt back in each day | will be pushing the children to gradually read more
challenging books and would ask that you sign theisr reading diary each week to
confirm that they have read. Jor 20 minutes a day.

Spelling and arithmetic tests will take place every Wednesday in their homem-ork
books so You can see how well Yyowr child is dm,n,g



The term has started extremely well and Year © are a really Lovely bunch. Being their
Jinal Year, SATs s inenvitable, and we hare had Lon,g corwersations about how tlfwj
should not [2el anxiows about it, but embrace the next step in their learning —a step
that is just another part of their journey through life. They should see themselves as
e/xpl,orem: curious, resilient, persistent and above all great team members. | here will
be marwy memories along the way and we look Jorward to reflecting and sharing
these withwou all in the leavers’ service nest swmer!

NB: The Y6 Class Assermbly is on Wednesday Gth December at 94.10am in the school
hall.

|f you hane AN CoNCerns about Yyowr child’s progress ot weU—beMLg, then pl,ea/sz come
and see me. | aum uAu,aU/g arownd bejore or after school, or Yyou can call to make an
a/ppoi/rd/mzm.

Manwy thanks,
MrLine, Mrs Cook, Mrs Ki/n,g &Ms Lucas
The Y6 Team



